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TOM is an Israeli-global humanitarian venture that seeks to inspire and support a global 

movement of TOM Communities that are creating and disseminating affordable solutions to 

neglected needs of vulnerable populations. The TOM Potential document maps and analyzes 

the stakeholder environment for the local TOM Community to demonstrate the ‘potential’ of that 

community to design and disseminate TOM Solutions, and to operate and lead within the 

national and global TOM Movement.  

In a Nutshell 

Dubai is a small emirate with a big and bold vision of global leadership in the 21st century. The 

vision was articulated by HE Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President of the UAE and Ruler of 

Dubai, and is realized through a variety 

of institutions and programs.  

Dubai’s future vision highlights the 

programs of exponential (10x) potential  

and radical innovation that advance 

inclusivity and services to the 

population.  

Against this backdrop, TOM seems to 

be a great fit for Dubai and a vibrant 

TOM Community can contribute to and 

benefit tremendously from the ecosystem of innovation in Dubai.  

Introduction and Background  

The TOM Potential map is a fundamental tool for every TOM community manager as they seek 

to build and/or grow their TOM community. The map should be used as a guiding document to 

provide knowledge and understanding of the local ecosystem that exists to support the creation 

and dissemination of extremely affordable solutions for people with disabilities, the elderly and 

the poor. The TOM Potential Map scans the available potential for TOM activities in a given area 

in order to assess the potential intervention of TOM.   



 

 

 

 

 

Boundaries  

This TOM Potential document refers to the area of Dubai (and not the entire UAE) namely not 

including Abu Dhabi in the south, Sharjah in the northeast and, of course, Oman. 

Population 

The total population in Dubai is estimated at roughly 3,300,000. It is an extended urban area with 

a few distinct sections. In addition, there are a few more distant communities such as Most 

engineering and design programs seem to be located around the Dubai Creek in the Northern 

and Eastern part of Dubai.  

Legacy of Innovation and Manufacturing  

Under the leadership of HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Dubai is building an 

ecosystem and legacy of innovation, as well as ‘a model society’ of inclusivity for all its residents 

and citizens (link). This envisioning process is led by the Dubai Future Foundation (here).   

● Ecosystem and Dubai Design District: The DDD includes 12 buildings and houses 

different type of design entities in fashion, arts, engineering etc., from startups to 

established companies. It is estimated that a few hundred makers live in Dubai as part of 

its ecosystem.  

● A 3D-Printing Strategic Alliance (here) with the goal of turning UAE into a global hub of 

3D printing in the world by forming “a comprehensive network of government entities, 

academia and 3D printing companies in the UAE and the world” and “providing a platform 

that unites all stakeholders working in this vital sector…” supporting “...all governmental, 

economic, health and scientific industries.” Partners include government (5 agencies), 

corporates (10) and Khalifa University and Higher Colleges of Technology. TOM is a 

perfect fit and a missing element in their vision in the following areas: 

○ Broad activities in universities and schools; 

○ Affordable and accessible services to vulnerable population  

○ Opportunity for global and regional leadership  

○ Platform for collaboration with Israel.  

● Decade of Determination Report by the DFF outlines cutting edge policies for the 

integration of people living with disabilities. TOM could be a critical addition to that 

approach.  

● Zayed Higher Organization for People of Determination-(Head Office) 

https://www.dubaifuture.ae/
https://www.dubaifuture.ae/initiatives/future-design-and-acceleration/3d-printing-strategic-alliance/


 

 

 

 

 

Map of TOM Potential (Annex for details) 

High Schools  Schools with 

engineering and 

design programs 

and makerspaces 

Google search indicates est. 25 Emirati and 

international high schools with engineering and 

design programs and facilities. All schools we 

looked at have makerspaces, faculty and related 

programing.  The schools have a F1 competition 

for design of vehicles.  

Universities 

and Colleges  

Campuses with 

relevant talent and 

facilities.  

There are at least seven campuses with 

engineering and design programs in Dubai. Each 

of them can house a TOM Community. See list 

below.  

 

Makerspaces A space with 

manufacturing 

capabilities e.g. 3D 

printers  

Google search indicates 21 makerspaces in Dubai 

including in schools and universities.  There are 

est. 5 independent makerspaces in Dubai.  

 

Corporations Corporations with 

manufacturing 

capacities and 

cohorts with 

technical skills.  

There are dozens of industrial corporations in the 

Dubai. The biggest and most relevant ones are:  

Hospitals and 

Rehabilitation 

Centers 

 ● TBC  

Need- 

Knower 

Individuals with 

special needs of 

homes for people 

with special needs 

The area has multiple institutions for people with 

special needs and for the elderly, as well as many 

families that take care of their loved ones at home 

in small communities.  



 

 

 

 

 

Need-Knower 

Organization  

An organization 

that provides 

services and/or 

support to people 

with disabilities 

and elderly  

●  

Municipality 

Services and 

Programming 

 

E.g. programs that 

encourage design, 

engineering, 

entrepreneurship, 

innovation, and 

accessibility  

 

Religious / 

Jewish world 

partnerships 

The partnership 

communities 

around the Jewish 

world 

The Jewish community in Dubai is small but 

growing. Its leaders have interest in making a 

contribution to Emirati society.  

 

 

Potential Local 

Sponsors 

Local Individual 

philanthropists or 

foundations that 

are focused on 

issues related to 

TOM   

● TBC 

●  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Annex 

 

Engineering and Design Programs  

● Zayed University, College of Technological Innovation (here) 

● Higher College of Technology, particularly The Faculty of Engineering Technology and 

Science (here) 

● Heriot Watt University 

● University of Wollongong  

● American University in Dubai (School of Engineering) 

● Rochester Institute of Technology (R.I.T)  

● Manipal University 

High Schools with Engineering and Design Programs 

● American International School, design and innovation course (here) and service learning 

program (here) 

Makerspaces  

A google search for ‘Makerspaces in Dubai’ yields 23 locations, some of which overlap with high 

schools and universities. Following are the most outstanding ones: 

● Originbase (here), Dubai 

● Makerspace Al Zeina (here), Abu Dhabi 

Need Knowers Organizations 

Manufacturing Corporations 

 

https://www.zu.ac.ae/main/en/colleges/colleges/__college_of_technological_innovation/index.aspx
https://hct.ac.ae/en/programs/engineering-technology-science/
https://www.asdubai.org/design-and-innovation
https://www.asdubai.org/learning/service-learning
https://www.originbase.com/
https://www.makerspace.ae/

