
  

Flexigidity of Mission: The Four Founding Stories of Judaism 

The following table brings together the four meta-stories of Judaism – peoplehood, nationhood, faith and covenant and being a light unto the 

nations – to show their distinctness and synergy.  

 
Peoplehood 

Ahm 
Nationhood 

 (Le'om or Umah) 
Faith & Covenant 

Emunah ve Brit 
Light for the Nations 

Or La’Goim 

Core-narrative 

[The gist of the 
meta-story] 

Jews are a ‘family’ and a ‘tribe’, 
who share heritage, memories, 
stories and destiny. They are 
intrinsicly interconnected and 
are bound by mutual 
responsibility. 

The Jewish nation has been 
rooted in Zion for nearly 4,000 
years, was exiled from it nearly 
2,000 years ago, preserved 
loyalty to and presence in it, 
and returned to Zion in the 
twentieth century. 

Judaism is a faith that strives to 
sanctify the life of every Jew 
and of the entire People of 
Israel based on a covenant with 
God, which binds every Jew 
and the entire Jewish People. 

The mission of the Jewish 
People is to be a blessing for 
the peoples of the earth and to 
elevate the morality of 
humanity.   

Central Themes 

[key issue 
dominating the 
narrative] 

The intrinsic 
interconnectedness and mutual 
responsibility among all Jews, 
which overshadows other 
differences in faith, values, 
culture, practices, geography, 
education and affluence. 

The right of the Jewish People 
to the Land of Israel, the quest 
to realize this right and related 
dilemmas that have been facing 
Zionism and the modern State 
of Israel. 

The interplay among faith 
(emunah) obedience (ki’yum 
mitzvoth) and lack thereof 
(averah), doubt (safek) and 
repentance (tshuvah). Another 
central theme is the election of 
the Jewish People as a 
covenanted group (Ahm 
Nivhar). 

Traditionally, this ideal was 
understood to suggest that 
Jews would lead humanity 
through their societal example. 
The modern manifestation of 
this theme is that Jews must 
repair the world (Tikkun Olam) 
through their societal 
innovation and contribution to 
humanity. 

Values 

[Values that 

Values common among family 
members e.g. mutual 
responsibility (Arevut) and a 

Values that relate to Zion and 
Jerusalem and to their 
rebuilding under Jewish 

Values e.g. obedience (Ki’yum 
Mitzvoth), faith (Emunah) and 
self-sacrifice (Kidush HaShem) 

Values establishing the ethical 
foundations of a model society 
e.g. that all humans are in the 
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underlie the story] notion of a unified collective 
(Klal Ahm Israel). 

sovereignty e.g. the sanctity of 
the land (Kedushat Ha’Aretz), 
its redemption (Ge’ulat 
Ha’Aretz), and repatriation 
(Aliyah).  

as opposed to dishonoring 
God’s covenant (Hilul HaShem). 

image of God (Be’Tzelem), 
compassion for animals (Tzar 
Ba’alei Haim), desire for peace, 
and love for thy friend 
(Ve’Ahavta Le’Re’a’ach 
Kamocha).  

Practices 

[Routines which 
enshrine the story 
into Jewish 
society] 

Routines that relate to the 
entire People of Israel e.g  
redeeming captives (Pidyon 
Shvuim), charity (Tzedaka), and 
financial support for the Jews in 
Zion.  

Practices connecting Jews to 
Zion e.g. prayers that invoke 
Zion, the Jewish calendar that 
corresponds to the cycle of the 
Land of Israel, the custom of 
pledging loyalty to Jerusalem 
and breaking of the glass in 
weddings.  

Prayers, blessings, and all 
commandments relating to the 
relationship between person 
and God (mitzvoth Bein Adam 
La-Makom) and demonstrating 
the love for God (Ahavat 
HaShem). The most dramatic 
practice is circumcision (Brith 
Milah). 

Practices related to the 
treatment of the poor, needy, 
sick, widow, foreigner (ger) and 
underprivileged; environmental 
laws, and moral obligations to 
one’s animals (Tza’ar Ba’alei 
Haim). There are also prayers 
for harmony and peace in the 
world. 

Heroes 

[The people who 
embody the story] 

People who selflessly served 
the Jewish People in its 
entirety, and not any specific 
faction within it. Also, those 
who stood up for their 
brethren at great great 
personal risk and costs e.g. 
Moses, Eshter, Herzl and the  
Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

People who assisted and fought 
for Jewish sovereignty of Zion 
in various ways e.g. Jushua, 
King David, the Maccabees, Bar 
Kochva, Yehuda HaLevi, George 
Eliot, Herzl, Jabotinsky, Harry S. 
Truman, David Ben-Gurion and 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Jews that sacrificed to preserve 
the brith (kidush ha’Shem) e.g. 
the Ten Martyrs (Aseret 
Harugei HaMalchut) and the 
Rabbis in the Soviet Union. 
Also, sages and rabbis whose 
scholarship echoed e.g. Hillel 
the Elder (Hillel HaZaken), 
Rabbi Akiva, Maimonides and 
the Vilna Gaon.  

Individuals who articulated a 
broad Jewish vision for 
humanity and worked to create 
a model society e.g. the 
prophet Isaiah, the ideal of the 
Kibbutzim. 

Villains 

[People who 
embody the threat 

Gentiles that attacked the 
entire Jewish People e.g. the 
Biblical people of Amalek, 

People who undermined the 
connection of the Jews to their 
land, and rejected Zionism and 

Jews that betray the brith or 
gentiles who try to sever this 
connection between the Jews, 

Anyone who is a villain and 
immoral person, as well as Jews 
who embrace notions of Jewish 
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to this story] Haman, Caesar Hadrian and the 
Nazis. Also, Jews who opposed 
the Jewish People e.g. Biblical 
Dotan and Aviram,  Jewish 
leaders of the Bolshevik Party 
and some of the Jewish Police 
in the Ghettos.  

the State of Israel. Examples 
include the Biblical ten spies, 
the Babylonian, Greek and 
Roman empires, Pan-Arab 
nationalists and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, as well as 
Jewish groups e.g. as the ultra-
orthodox Neturei Karta 
community and radical left-
wing voices. 

the Jewish People and God e.g. 
King Antiyochus the Greek, the 
Roman Casear, Hadrian, the 
Crusaders, the Spanish 
Inquisitors and Bolshvik leaders  

Also, Jews who turned against 
the brith e.g. Hellenized Jews, 
Jewish conversos in Spain that 
served the Inquisition and the 
Jewish members of the 
Bolshevik Politbureau. 

ethnic and ethical superiority, 
or willing to sacrifice their 
humanistic values to uphold 
particular interests of Jews.  

Institutions 

[structures that 
are built to 
permanently serve 
this story] 

Institutions that are open to, 
serve and benefit all Jews in a 
non-denominational manner 
e.g. central adminstrative 
committee (Va’ad or Nesiut), 
the community fund (Kupah) 
and  some cesynagogues. Times 
of crisis prompted Rescue 
Committees and the Let My 
People Go movement to free 
Soviet Jewry.   

 

Institutions dedicated to the 
acquisition of land and 
settlement in Zion, for the 
defense of Israel and to Aliyah. 
Ancient examples include 
institutions for the distribution 
of funds (Halukah) to support 
Jews living in Zion. Modern 
examples include the full 
spectrum of Zionist 
organizations and Israeli 
institutions that are dedicated 
to shese causes.  

Spaces of worship, religious 
study and observance: 
synagogues, the rabbinate and 
the Chief Rabbi office, Beit 
Midrash, religious schools for 
all ages, a ritual bath (Mikva), 
Jewish burial service (Chevra 
Kadisha) and a court (Beit Din) 
to resolve disputes. 

The institutions of prophesy 
and tzadikut  

Present Examples 
of institutions 

UJA Federation system, Chabad 
and Aish HaTorah, Hillel, Joint 
Distribution Committee, and 
Maccabbee Games, Birthright 

The Israel Defense Forces, as 
well as the Zionist Congress, 
the Jewish National Fund, the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, Keren 

Chabad and Aish HaTorah, the 
denominations  of American 
Jewry.  

American Jewish World Service 
and the Government of Israel 
Mashav program.   
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Israel and Beit HaTfutzot.  

 

HaYesod, Hadasah,  Jewish 
National Fund, Israel bonds, 
various settlement movements.  

Masses 

[who are the large 
groups of people 
who serve this 
story] 

Individuals and organizations 
that serve the ideal of the 
entirety of the Jewish People 
through donations and 
education and by bringing the 
diversity of Jews together. This 
also includes individual Jews 
who relate to other Jews as if 
they are ‘family’.  

Individuals and organizations 
that work to realize and protect 
the right of the State of Israel 
to exist through financial 
contributions, political activism, 
volunteerism,  and other forms 
of service in defense, Aliyah, 
diplomacy, and other forms of 
development of Israel, which is 
framed in that context.   

Jews of faith who believe in and 
uphold the brith by prayers and 
observance of the 
commandments.  

Jews who rejected prevailing 
moral and practical condition of 
humanity, and fought to 
change it. In antiquity, they 
included those who challenged 
Hellenist practices. In 
modernity, they would include 
those who bettering general 
society and humanity under the 
banner of ‘Tikun Olam’ doing so 
as Jews and Israelis. 

Calendar 

[Events in the 
Jewish calendar 
that anchor this 
narrative into the 
Jewish cycle] 

Pesach commemorates the 
formation of the People, Purim 
remembers the plight of the 
entire Jewish community of 
Persia, and Pentecost (Shavuot) 
recounts the joining of Ruth 
which begins the bloodline of 
the House of David.  

Chanukah celebrates the 
reinstitution of political 
independence. In Pesach Jews 
remember the journey to the 
Land of Israel. In Lag Ba’Omer 
they remember the Bar-Kochva 
rebellion, and the destructions 
of Jerusalem are relived 
annually through fasts. 

Annual events reaffirm the 
brith between Jews and God. 
Examples include the Jewish 
new Year (Rosh HaShana), the 
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
when Jews plea for clemency, 
Passover (Pesach), when Jews 
remember their exodus from 
Egypt as the work of God, and 
Pentecost (Shavuot), which 
marks the anniversary of the 
giving of the Torah. 

Every Shabbat, Jews remember 
that the day of rest is a right of 
every human being and beasts 
of burden. Holydays such as 
Sukkoth, Pesach, Purim and 
Shavuot establish expectations 
for charity, as well as carry a 
universal message about 
freedom, justice, free will, 
meritocracy, modesty, and 
learnedness.  

End.  


